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Howard Wong <howard.wong@lacity.org> 


Fwd: HOMELESS ALTERCATION INCIDENT 10.02.18 

1 message 


Joseph Fortaleza <joseph.fortaleza@lacity.org> Wed, Oct 3, 2018 at 7:10 AM 

To: Gonzalo Barriga <gonzalo.barriga@lacity.org> 

Cc: Adam Smith <adam.j.smith@lacity.org>, Howard Wong <howard.wong@lacity.org>, Eric Lee <eric.y.lee@lacity.org> 

Gonzo, 

I believe we need to discuss this matter as soon as possible, 
thanks, 

Joe 


-Forwarded message- 

From: Behzad Eghtesady <behzad.a.eghtesady@lacity.org> 

Date: Tue, Oct 2, 2018 at 3:38 PM 

Subject: HOMELESS ALTERCATION INCIDENT 10.02.18 

To: Joseph Fortaleza <joseph.fortaleza@lacity.org> 

Cc: Behzad Eghtesady <behzad.a.eghtesady@lacity.org>, Chin Teo <chin.teo@lacity.org> 


On 10.02.18 @ 1100am WPD Officers Eghtesady and Teo arrived at the third CSLA location for CD 13 "3446 W. John 
Street/ Hoover St. There were two occupants inside a tent( Male white and male black) with a dog and were told they 
were in a cleanup zone for today. They were both given 15 mins to gather their belongings and leave the posted cleanup 
site at 11:05am to 11:20am. Eghtesady informed LAPD onsite that the two occupants were given their 15 mins to move 
with 60 gallons of property each by 11:20am. At approximately 11:07am both the male white and male black occupants 
got hostile over pictures being taken onsite. I immediately waited back into the car and observed them empty their tent. 
After 11:20am the two occupants left the cleanup site going south bound on Hoover Street with their 60 gallons of 
property. I then began to process the tent with my partner Teo and noted one bulky item (couch) inside the tent. Then 
after 5 mins the two occupants run towards me and Teo screaming and cursing at the two of us in front of the unoccupied 
tent. Two LAPD officers are standing at the corner of John St and Hoover approximately 5 feet from the tent and us. The 
male white is now in my face in my personal space making threats to me personally and saying I can't take the couch. I 
explain to the male white and male black that I can let them take their tent but the bulky item couch has to stay behind. 
The male white escalates the situation and starts stating dont you know who I am? don't you know who I am? you cant 
take my couch I am with MS-13. The male white with tattoos on his face and neck then makes gestures towards me and 
states i will remember your face and take care of you next time and he makes a gestures of slitting his throat. I 
immediately yell out was that a death threat you just made to me? I then ask for LAPD to get these two people out of my 
site and they are impeding operations. The two LAPD officers never moved from their post to intervene with the two 
individuals. I felt scared and worried that this guy could have a weapon or start a physical altercation. I did my best to not 
escalate the altercation from not engaging since the white individual was in my personal space and making threats to my 
personal well being. 

I am just deeply disappointed that LAPD is not providing site security when an event occurs. Both LAPD officers were 
within earshot of our conversations between me and the male white and male black. 

When is LAPD suppose to intervene and commit to my safety and my partners safety? 

I have never had this issue with HOPE operations and only recently as today with CSLA posted cleanup operations. 

I dont know if the LAPD officers just wanted to be passive to avoid use of force? 

I am writing to you my concern of site safety for myself and other ECls who are doing CSLA operations. 

And if LAPD is being passive about site safety, what should we do as ECls in the field if this event happens again? 
Attached are pictures of the scene and the posted location of the two LAPD officers. 
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Behzad A. Eghtesady 
Environmental Officer 

Watershed Protection Division 

Environmental Enforcement & Emergency Response Unit 
LA Sanitation - City of Los Angeles 
Ext: 2-1532 

behzad.a.eghtesady@lacity.org 

2714 Media Center Drive 
Los Angeles, CA 90065 


CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail and any files transmitted from the City 
of Los Angeles Watershed Protection Division with it are intended solely 
for the use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed and may 
contain confidential and privileged information protected by law. If you 
received this e-mail in error, any review, use, dissemination, 
distribution, or copying of the e-mail is strictly prohibited. Please 
notify the sender immediately by return e-mail and delete all copies from 
your system 


Joseph Fortaleza 

Senior Environmental Officer 
Watershed Protection Program 
City of Los Angeles 
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